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ANNUAL REPORT, &c. 



The' managers of the Fkji:.ai>ee.phia Feiiais Ante- 
Slavers Soceetst, in presenting their Fifth Aanual Re- 
port, would I'Qcord an expressioaof gratitude for the psace- 
ful doss of E year '^hich has beea'raa^e memorable to the 
abolitionists of this cityi by disappointment, persecution, 
and peril. The shouts of a law-defying mob no longer re* 
sound through our streets, and otir daily avocations and 
nocturnal repiase are undisturbed by the maUcious* deagao 
of those whose hearts are fully set in them to do evil to aJi 
who advocate the rights of the colored man, bond or free. 
We are aware that the inSuences r/Mch have allayea the 
etorm fliat raged around us, are mt afcteibuEaMe 'to 'QW 
v/isdom or energies, but to Him v^Iio makes the xjivXh of 
'man to praise Him, and restralaslh© s'emaiiide? tl&sfe&ff So 
Him r/ho says to the tumultuous waves of humaa passsiosi, 
as to the tempsst-tossed sea, Peace,' be still {" « ' ■ ' 

The year which we are reviewing, was commenced im- 
del* happy auspices^ Our successful e®jff& to pmcum 
'cigaaturcd to aati-slavery msmoriab, oui* ' t/sl! Mhd trep- ' 
sury, cad the geeara! pmgifess of tlis emm^ m ICDs GzciCii 
briglit 'Iiopss rsspsstiiig the futufe. Tlia G»jfei|tat^^a ftf 
the completioa a temple, dedicats'd to>' flea disciEssiop, ia 
v/Mch we might at lest, find a resting place, and ceasa the 
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painful, fruitless labor of ctriviug to open the doovB of 
churches, session rooms, and commodious public halls to 
the advocates of human liberty, cheered and refreshed our 
30u!s. One of the first subjects which claimed the atten- 
tion of the Board, related to the education of our own 
colored population, the duty of promoting which, we all 
acknowledge disvolves upon as, and which our opponents 
accuse us of inconsistently neglecting. At the suggestion 
of the Board, the Society has, during the past year, taken 
under its care, a school for girls, which it sustains, chiefly i 
at its own expense.* It Is taught by Miss S. M. Douglass, 
ai»d is ia a flourishing condition, numbering thirty pupils. 
Of the plan of instruction pursued, and the progress made 
by .the pupilst we invite our friends, and enemies too, to 
judge from personal inspection. Such iospection may af- 
ford e£teouragement to those who are striving to aid this 
class of our population in their efforts for self improvement, 
and rebuke for those, who, while they are placing countless 
difficulties, in their path, and binding upon them heavy bur- 
dens, repi^ch them for the slowness of their progress. 
But this gi4, at work of attaining moral and intellectual ele- 
i^alion, in v/hich we would gladly assist them, to. the ut- 
most esteat of oar power, dep^ds so much upon their oxvn 
energy and perseverance, that could we inspire each indi- 
vidual with a desire, and unconquerable determination to 
attaia it, we should feel that its acconipUsfcment was se- 
cured. The maiiner in v/hich our funds have beea appro- 
priated will be shovm by the treaBurer*s report. Two 
hundred copies of a pamphlet containing an address of 

* Ag the pupils paj for tlisir mcU'tsetiorr- the iishoo! in psrt supports 



Ih© Executive Comm^&a of ths Stata Sodsty to the di^i- 
eaE3 of Pennsylvania* have besa paMishsd by tie, and 
have been able to contribute a larger sum to the Jsoasasy 
of ttk Society than in my fr&mm year. Our acnisid 
sale of u^ful and fancy atticles has he&ti attended mth 
unexpected suocess, for which we ai© deeply indebted to 
the assistance of liind fHends, 

As the time for the anti^slavery coaventbn of Amsncaa 
•emasen, drew near, wo endeavored to pEepare oyffselves to 
^drform our part in conducting this maei mmstare of ps- 
&rnn, as national conventions of women must y&t ha con* 
(iideseii Our sisters from the north, and e&st, and west) 
gathered thbmselves together, in this city of brotherly love, 

not knowing the things that should befall" them here. 
The tragical events of that raemorabte week have been pub- 
lishea in various forms, and it is unnecessary to detail 
many of them here. They had not been anticipated by 
lis. The storm of riot and outrage burst upon us as sud- 
de:aly tsa a thunder-peal &<m the bright mid-summer heu> 
vens. The first four sessions of our convention wezte held 
in quietness, during the Mb, (held on the ITthofMay) 
tfes shouts of aa iafeiate mob tos<j arouad us, mingiiag 
Willi ou^ speakers* voices, and oflen overahalmiug tlmm. 
Yet little thought we, when we adjourned at the clos© of 
the day, that ours wag the last assembly that would coa« 
vene v/ithta thosa vails so lately upreared- for - tha causa 
of freedom. The scenes of that night ara well Imiswa. 
On the Allowing day, being refused the usectf a hall whicli 
in less perilous times, had occasionally been granted us, 
we held our closing session, of six hours, ia a school woom • 



irMch r/ss oSered us, by two of our members.* Kind 
fdends, who were alarmed foF our safety, sent us iafbrma- 
tioa th^t the mob had discovered our place of meedng, 
and ^ould probably follow us, but we ^It that we had no 
HgKt i/o xQitQSiX. -Paving pledged oursdves to the cause 
0^ the slave, w& were conscious that this was not a time 
for desertion ; and when our President briefly stated the 
information alluded to, and calmly and solemnly requested 
those who feared to abide the issue, to retire, no one availed 
herself of the opportunity, and after a few momen*' .ji.use* 
during which, no doubt, many hearts were *yer- 
strengthened for the trial ;" the business of the convention 
was resumed. 

This was proud oppreesion's hoar; 
Stoms were round ds, coiM we cower, 
While, beneath the despot'e power. 
Groaned the safibriiDg slave?" 

We were unmolested, and adjourned in quietness, bear- 
ing with us mental impressions that will never be oblitera- 
ted ; for during those few short hours, we bad passed through 
an. oirdeal whose influences are such as mould the charac- 
ter for afler years. Ah ! little do the enemies of human 
freedom, and the persecutors of its friends, know of human 
nature,, and less of the revivifying and immortal energy of 
truth. They know not how the unfettered spirit, conscious 
of the rectitude of its course, rises endov/ed with mightier 
energy by the blow which, for a moment prostrated it, and 
itself anew, for warfare. If they did, they would 
surely despair of the accomplishment of their unliallowed 

* We' gfcdly avail oai^gslves of this opportanity to return our thanlio to 
tfnns individuals who co nobly rlElicd their propartj' cn thto occasEOa. 



ends by the m^urea v;hich tbey are accustomed to us3<, 
What, though the flames of a thousand temples, dedicated 
to liberty o? yeligioa, iiss on the midnight aur?.aiid the 
dwellisig of every lover of truth be levelled with the dust ; 
that truth will still exist, immutable, etpmal ! The citadel 
of slavery shall be stormed;- and taken, aad destroyed, for 
the promise is certain, and the fulfilment sure. Not until 
he can scale the battlements of heaven, and cast down the 
throne of Jehovah, and EKm that sitteth thereon, need we 
fear that man's mightiest efforts will prevent the accom- 
plishment of one of the promi&ss of God. In proportion 
to our faith in those promises, will be our hope of the slave's 
redemption from bondage. 

Some of the immediate effects of this trial of our faith 
and patience, may be traced m the records of the next 
meeting of our Society. We returned, perhaps with 
saddened feelings, to the little room in which, for several 
years, we have been accustomed to meet, musing upon 
our blighted hopes. But this was a time for action. We 
were now to decide whether the voice of popular mdigna- 
tion, or the stem requirements of duty, should be obeyed. 
Deeming that the crisis demanded an expression of our 
feelings and purposes, respecting our future course, th& 
following resolutions were proposed and adopted: 

" Whereas, the events of the past naonth have been calcu- 
lated to try the foundations of our fa^th, and to produce 
deep searchings of heart in those who have professed 
themselves the friends of the down-trodden and despised 
of OUT land : therefore, 

Mesohed, That in om again being assembled " with ose 
accord in one place," for the parpcss of carrying oa the 
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T»oi'k to wMch we am pledged, we feel assured that t\m' 
good seed has aot fallea on stoay groand, to bs v/ithered 
by thss scotchijag mys of persecution, but that out of ho- 
nest and true hearts it will yet "bring forth fruit, come 
thirty, some sixty, and some an hundred fold." 

Rssolzedi That £he state of public? feeling.; maEiifestsd 
by the buraiag of Pennsylvania Hali by a mob, counte- 
nancsd by a large number of citizens, and unopposed by 
the civil authorities^ because the principles of the *' Decla- 
ration of Independence" were there advocated and maintaiB> 
ed,;CaU upon us for redoubL.i efforts to awaken the public 
sspid to a sense of the ruin in which the enslavement of a 
part of our countrymen, threatens to involve the liberties 

^esalvedt That in the denunciation and obloquy so 
liberally heaped upon us, we find new calls upon our forti- 
tude to endure, our firmness ta withstand, and our ^ergy 
tc subdue, the persecution, opposition, and violence with 
which we are assailed. . 

Resoitedt That we endeavor to meet the increasing esi- 
geBcles of the times by more confiding faith, ftiore untiring 
perseverance, and by a spirit of greater self-denial, that 
we my be able to fijmish the means necessary for carry- 
ing forward the great work of Human Freedom." 

la acc^irdancs with the spirit of these resolutions, OiSO 
'cere immsuiaSely pledged to the recently formed Phila- 
dslphta / County Anti-Slavery Society, and arrangements 
wem made for circulating, throughout Pennsylvania, ses- 
morials to Goagress, praying for the abolition of ;slGve^^y 
in. the Disteict of Columbia, and of the internal slave-trade. 
Encoumged by the partial succesii of similar eSbrts ia 



iSST, WB Mve 'adopted the same pk^ -df iabo? vyfiidl^ %^ 
then, pursued. With the aid of soaie ifiemfers df &a 
Nortltem Liberties Anti-SIaverj*- Socifety, w© Ib^ive 'feate- 
yorecl to seafi them to every part of tfea and 'ife fee» 
lieve that many tlioasatsds oTsignMttifes mil be tfee fssuIi 
of efforts. We ai^ ■n-dt djseottraged 'iii' tliis ^oyk 
by tlie rode and <joatem|»tucRis treatmeat 'mdch tfey re* 
ceive ia the h&lls »f Co^gt^. We are immov^ by ife 
assertion tfeat We €tre ^astissg time aad gt?^th la pio* 
ctiii^ig "stgnatuF^ to moroorMd that mil be mheeddl 
t!iere. We do cot beiievo that they mil bo tsalse^sdi 
Though a deCTee worthy a despotism of the dark 
has condemned them to be unread* and u£tdebftted» ;tiot 
even thie malignant craftiness of slaVeholding stat^^ii 
have^yet devised measures to prevent our legislators from 
tkinhing of them. Frequently, and intensely, do they 
think of thenig and in spite of cunningly devised resolu- 
tions, frequently and earnestly do they speak of them, and- 
however they who should be rits careful protectors, may 
continue to i^BipIe on the right of petition, we shall con- 
tinue to send dp our memorials jto them, year after year, 
until, by our importunity, they are induced to gniui out 
Request, or deliverance for the captive shall arise from 
another place. 

We trust that the events of the past year v/ill incite us 
to commence another xvith more^ fervent seal and ua^ 
wearied diligence than lias marked tl^e last. Buiiag its 
course, thousands of ouf fellow beings have commSnfied 
a life ia slavery : let us hasten to bestow on them the boon 
of freedom, ere they can comprehend the v/retchedness of 
their existence. A voice admonishing us to work while 
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4^7 ias®, comes up to us from she grave of one of our 
' aninber/wh'ose life was a sacrifice to ber serous and pro- 
tracted labors for f ne siavSj " in eeasoa and out of ESESon." 
liky hex esample urge us onward in our work, and her 
inSaenca Etill be felt among'us ! It is true that our beau- 
tiful house, which wo hoped would long stand a monument 
to freedom, is burned with fir%, and some of our bright 
hopes and pleasant anticipations are laid waste , yet we 
are not dismayed or confounded by theso things. Stand- 
ing by the side of our ruined temple, have we not renewed 
our pledges of Sdelity to the injured and outraged slave, 
and as we gazed on that work of slavery*© minions, v/hich 
whispered to us of the fearful tyranny under which he 
daily groans, have we not resolved,/or his m&e, to be 

" Krm sund aowsTeriag unto boads ea* deatli?" 

It has been accounted a privilege to live in " times that 
try men's souls," and if it be « more blessed to give than 
to receive,*' it is surely far greater joy to be instrumental 
in working out, through " evil report and good report,*' 
the redemption of two and a half millions of^'^aves, than 
even to witness their rapture on the day of their jubilee. 
The delightful consciousness that we are aidiiig in a work 
so greai/aad glorious, though we may not see on earth its 
consummatbn, shall be to us, for all our days of toil and 
nights of weariness, for all the obloquy, reproach and 
psrsecutioa that we mciy bear, a suSicient " recompeuss of 
reward." 
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FEM^iLB mTlShAYERY SOCIETY. 

Wmm^^> tacfre than two milMcms of our fellov? coun- 
tii^en^ of tb&^ United Sfates, axef held in t^J^ct bondage 
and whereas, wetbelieye that slavery and prejudice against 
cqIo? are coat«)try to the laws of God, and to the princi- 
ple^ oS our faT'famed Bectoition of Independence, and 
rsQognising tbsu ^ht of &e IsIierTe to immediate cmancipa- 
imi ; tfe deetni it our duty to manifest our abhorrence of 
tljQ flagrant, injustice and deep sin of slavery by united 
mi vigoix>ua exertions for its speedy removal, and for the 
restoration of tha geople.of cdor to their inalienable rights. 
Fbr these pni^ses^ we^ th& uncbrsigned, ag^ee to jasso- 
cistB ourselves, undeip the ngcno ©f " The l^mLxv^LmtA 

Th3. object of tidg Society sjiall be to collect and dis- 

caminatG corrcst infbnaation of tli3 chamcter of davety. 
and of the actual eoadition of the slaves and free people of 
color, for the purposs of inducing the community to adopt 
such measures, as may bs in their power, to dispsl the 
prejudice against the people of color, to improve their 
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condition, and to bring about the spe^y aboUtiosi of 
slavery. 

AETiCtE ir. 

Any female tmiting in thesQ views* and contribn&g to 
the funds, shall be a member of the Society. 

ABTICtS iir. 

T|ie offioarslof S(wiety sMU be a Ps^dmtj a ¥i<^ 
President, a Recors&g Secretary, a ConBspojidjiig Beei^ 
tary, a Tpeasur©3r, aad LibzariaQ, who, with lis b'Qm 
members, sfiall constitute a Board t»f BfsmagerB, to w&om 
shall be intrusted the business of the Society, snd ths 
management of its funds. They shall keep a record of 
their proceedings^ which ahM laid heCots the Sodety, 
at ^ch stated mei^Ing* '^h&y i&eM. hav$ powiser to SI 
any vacancy th^ jmy ticcs^ la thstlx numbdr» &b tmt 
annual meeting. 

The President shall pjfeside at all meetmgs of the So* 
ciety, and shall have power to call special meetii^ of the 
Society and of the Board. 

ABTICI.E V. 

The Yice President shall perform the duties of the Pr3» 
Etclent in her abssacs. 

The Heoordiag Secrctarjr ehall kesp a ?:32orcl of tlis 

traEsactioao of ths SosEotys mtlfy rii msatings cf fiis 

Society. 

^ 2 



Tlu VQ^-Aizfi^zSmg ^zQMO:iy did! Iieap all commumi 
ea£is2o csliHr'^i'^si;! to tho Sasistyj aad maaoga oil the co^- 
TTCDpazSausD qay ctlu? fecSisDOS" mdividiialGj accordiag 
£a tlid cllFeef!o2o ®f feg &s!sty of &3 ricmages'Go ■ , 

' ■ T ■ ■ ■ AnsiOKD IS, ' ■ : ' . . 

Vf-Tho liSfeasha clidl'te!iQ' Qtm§3 of all Ijooko aad pam- 

l^rciissitsd fey tiis Sosie'iys foF-'te mRnageiaisM of iha 
Ummjo ■ ' '"" ■ ■' , 

Es'£sSasyt> dQ-ii^f^y ^eJ^ ^y; tSismsolvess and Btetsd 
. i^iiiM^ of ^coisty ohdl fcs lieH oa tSia sscoad FMii- 

, e!ays:p?liwrsj!ijy,) of &9 Ffesis»oatl!, (Jaauoryj) at whiclj 
tiiEO thf sff DSto of Ills Board and TimBWQi shall fcs pfe- 
C3i3i:e3j adfi' tb3 .oI2c2Fo lb?? 4h9 easiiing year electsd. 



tSoeisiy oliciiM eaSlrcly cilclok S'cZi?, p yy^Iiacr^^ ^ piiS", 



